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Pre-Algebra

7th Grade

Welcome to seventh grade pre-algebra! I am looking forward to a great year and am excited about teaching you the new topics that we will be covering!

Class Goals:  My objective is for each of you to leave this class with the confidence and understanding that is necessary for success in more advanced courses.

Course Description:  This course is designed to introduce the fundamental concepts of algebra and some geometry. We will learn about variables and their usage, equation solving, and problem solving.

Necessary Resources:  The following is a list of things that you will need in class each day.

· Textbook – This will be in the classroom underneath your desk. You will be responsible for returning this textbook to the shelf underneath your desk. You will have a textbook assigned to you at the beginning of school that will be available for you to use at home. It will not be necessary for you to bring your textbook to school each day.
· Math Binder – You will keep all notes, homework, quizzes, tests, worksheets, etc. in this notebook. We will organize each section by tab dividers, and you will be graded upon your organization for each quarter. This will count as a test grade!
· Pencils – Always have an abundance of pencils that have been sharpened before entering the classroom.
· Notebook paper – Be sure that you have plenty of notebook paper in your binder. Your neighbor should not provide this for you!
· Red pens – These are for checking homework, which will be done daily!
Grading Formula:
Homework Average

25%




Quiz Average

25%




Test Average

50%

**Homework will be assigned daily!  Occasionally, there will not be a written assignment, but expect homework to be assigned each night. Your homework grade will be based on effort. If the assignment is complete and the work is neat and organized, full credit will be given. If a concept is not fully understood, there must be evidence that an effort was made to work each problem. No credit will be given for partial completion or late work. If there is an absence, one day will be allowed for each day of absence to complete missing work. If you miss only a test day, the test will be given upon your return. It is extremely important when an absence occurs that an effort is made to complete assignments, including those that are missed! You will be given an assignment sheet each Monday for the week and assignments are also posted on the website. You may also call a classmate if necessary. If a worksheet is given for homework, have your parents arrange through the office for this to be picked up so that you may complete your work. Of course, there will be occasional instances where this is not possible and I will certainly understand! 
Classroom Expectations:  

· Be on time to class. It is crucial for you to be in your seat with your textbook open and homework out and ready to be checked at the beginning of each class.

· Be prepared. Bring all necessary materials and complete work. Also, be sure that you use the restroom before entering the classroom. You will not be allowed outside the classroom except for an emergency. All pencils must be sharpened before class begins.

· Be respectful. Show respect for yourself and others.

· Be honest. If a concept is not fully understood, be honest with yourself and others. It is important to let me know in order to provide the necessary help.

Consequences for infractions:
· Responsibility (1 hour)
Unprepared for class, unexcused tardy, etc.

· Respect (4 hours)

Being disrespectful to students, teachers, school property, etc.

· Honor Code (8 hours)
An honor offense has occurred if a student gives and/or receives aid on a quiz, test, or exam. Copying someone’s homework would be considered an honor offense. However, receiving help from a parent or another student is not considered an honor offense. Students are encouraged to ask for assistance when a concept if not fully understood. This may be from the teacher, another student, or another responsible adult.

Help Sessions:




I will be available for help each morning from 7:30 until 8:00 in 


the classroom. Please feel free to call me at home if you have a


question. I will not hesitate to help you over the phone.

