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Learning to speak French can be fun and very rewarding but it takes practice, persistence and the proper instruction.  Traditional classroom French lessons or tutors can cost a small fortune and aren't always successful.  Fortunately there are some terrific online offerings available for learning French - even if you've never taken a course before.  We've sorted through dozens of them and picked out several of the best that you can download and begin using right away.  The Internet and your PC (or Mac) are great media for learning to speak French in the privacy of your home.  You should consider how you like to learn - most people benefit from a combination of written and audio material.  Some others work best solely with an audio approach.  Whatever you decide, each of the sites presented here has something to offer. 

Abby Kropp
Course Description
Students will take away from their experience a solid knowledge of general French geography, demography and cultural iconography. They will have a comprehensive exposure to many aspects of modern French family life, education, social customs, institutions, economy and every-day aspects of material culture, contrasts between rural and urban living, France's place in the European Union, the francophone world the larger world community, custodianship of its heritage. I will include a field trip, at least one film, and at least one guest lecturer.

Most of the media will come from the internet, centered in a course web site, but including an e-mail discussion group. We will also use current French newspapers, as well as television and radio news broadcasts. Though we will meet three days per week, the course is designed, through distance education elements. to accommodate those with internship and coop obligations which might prevent regular attendance.
Helpful Links

http://www.urec.cnrs.fr/annuaire/cartes/index.shtml - Map of France
http://www.discoverfrance.net/France/Language/DF_language.shtml - History of French Language

http://www.yourencyclopedia.net/Famous_French_people - Famous French People

http://www.ezwebsite.org/Page.asp?PID=958 – Paris Pictures






