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Becoming A Charismatic Public Speaker - Paint Pictures With Your Words
By Jo Jameson
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Article Word Count: 585   [View Summary] Comments (0)
[image: image14.png]


[image: image15.png]




	




















[image: image22.png]


[image: image23.png]


Doing some pottering around the internet over the weekend I came across an interesting fact -studies have shown that effective leaders and charismatic communicators use more 'picture' words and images in their language than others.

Although I'd never analyzed it before, instinctively I knew that this just had to be true. Great speakers use images a lot. Think of a great speaker. I'll bet they use imagery and descriptive language to bring their words to life. Take Dr Martin Luther King's 'I Have A Dream' speech as an example. Dr King uses strong imagery throughout:

"Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time to lift our nation from the quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood."
The inclusion of those words means that you cannot help but create a picture in your mind that is so powerful. Who can hear that and NOT think of the contrast between the dark desolation or a valley and a sunlit path?

Great speakers like Dr King don't tell you how to think or feel - they use words to paint pictures in your mind's eye that will allow you to feel it for yourself.

Metaphors are often used to really hook an idea in the mind. Winston Churchill used the term 'Iron Curtain' to describe the misery and bleakness separating one half of Europe from the other in the post war years. The Soviet Union and America didn't just have a disagreement - they had a 'Cold War'. Mohammed Ali described himself as 'Floating Like a Butterfly, stinging like a bee' - these metaphors help to create powerful pictures that connect what the speaker is talking about with an image.

Another way that images can be woven into your presentation are through stories. Stories are our currency as human beings - all of our entertainment; be it films, television or even music are based around stories. Years ago, before we had television and films and before we even lived in cities, people would communicate, make connections with one another and entertain themselves through telling stories. If you can wrap your main points up in a story, with a human interest, then you're onto a winner.

It's something that is inherent in all of us - we just usually forget a bit about it along the way, getting lost in the 'dry' and 'grey' world of work. The good news is that we can rediscover our ability to tell stories and use imagery very easily. Think about why the information you're going to present is important -what's the human face of it? Why should the audience care? What's the story behind it? What can the benefits be? - If the sales figures mean that they'll be able to keep their jobs than say it. And why not take it a stage further? Describe how great Christmas morning could be for their kids, with the presents under the tree and the nice warm feeling of knowing that little Johnny will get his longed for bike after all? Or talk about how hard the team have worked to pull the figures together - and give anecdotes and examples that tell the human side of things.

Including stories and images in our presentations doesn't make us less professional - it makes us more professional because our job as speakers is to engage the audience and take them on a journey with us.
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