U.S. History Course Outline

Mr. Mitchell

Battle Ground Academy

I. Constitution

A. Problems of the Articles of Confederation

B. Constitutional Convention

C. Three Branches of Government

II. Washington’s Presidency

A. Cabinet

B. Washington’s precedents

C. Farewell Address 

III. Jefferson’s Presidency

A. Louisiana Purchase

B. Embargo Act

C. War of 1812

IV. Jackson’s Presidency

A. Jacksonian Democracy

B. Jackson versus the National Bank

C. Common Man’s President

V. Differences in the North and the South

A. Northern Economy

B. Southern Economy

C. Slave Life

VI. Civil War and Reconstruction

A. Differences

B. B.  Sectional Politics

C. Preparation for war

1. Advantages

2. Disadvantages

D. Reconstruction

VII. Westward Expansion

A. Inventions and Innovations

B. Growth of Industry

VIII. Graft and Corruption

A. Politics

B. Reform

C. Populism

Course Outline Continued

IX. Progressives

A. Reform

B. Theodore Roosevelt

C. Woodrow Wilson

X. World War I

A. World Powers

B. Alliances

C. Treaty of Versailles

XI. 1920’s

A. Normalcy

B. Economic Prosperity

C. Crash of 1929

XII. The Great Depression and FDR

A. The First One Hundred Days

B. Criticisms of FDR

C. The Second One Hundred Days

XIII. World War II

A. German Advances

B. United States commits to war

C. Creation of United Nations

XIV. US as a World Power

A. Return to prosperity

B. Cold War

C. Fight against segregation

XV. John F. Kennedy

A. NASA

B. Bay of Pigs

C. Cuban Missile Crisis

XVI. President Johnson

A. Great Society

B. Vietnam


Class Rules

1. Raise your hand to ask or answer a question.

2. Respect each other in and out of class

3. Follow all rules of BGA

Do not take classroom texts out of the classroom.

Do not forget your Cullop.
Description:  Eighth grade social studies is a United States History survey class.  Due to a change in the curriculum three years ago, we will begin the year studying the Constitution and finish with the John F. Kennedy Administration.  We will concentrate on the Constitution, Jacksonian Democracy, the Civil War, the World Wars, the Great Depression and the New Deal.

Class Goals: 

1.  Students will have a greater understanding of how the nation and government were established.

2.  Students will be able to develop critical thinking skills through writing, reading, and class discussion.

3.  Students will learn skills needed in high school and college classes, such as organizing and writing a         research paper, note taking, and organization.

4.  Students will appreciate the freedoms and rights of Americans and the documents that protect those rights. 

5.  Students will also appreciate those who fought for their rights and freedoms.

6.  Students will have a greater knowledge of the geography of the United States.

Necessary Resources:

1.  Students will take notes in a spiral notebook.

2.  The textbook for eighth grade history is The American Nation published by Prentice Hall.

3.  We will also use The Constitution of the United States:  An Introduction by Floyd G. Cullop to study the Constitution and Constitutional issues of present day America.

4.  Black or blue ink pen

Grading Formula:

Evaluation for performance is based on homework, quiz, and test grades.

Quizzes are worth 8 points.  Homework assignments value varies according to the difficulty, and a test is worth 100 points.  

Grades are calculated by adding the scores together and dividing the sum by the total number possible.  Midterm and final exams are worth one fourth of the semester’s grade.  Current grades will be updated on Edline on Thursday each week.

