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   Department: Science  


                                          Life Science Syllabus

Grade Level: 7               Type of Course: General

	Instructor
	Mrs. Leslie Ellis
	E-mail
	lesliee@battlegroundacademy.org

	Phone
	567-8327
	Office

Help

Hours
	Parent Conferences: By appointment or email

Student Help: Study sessions 7:15 Tuesday 

           mornings, 7:45 every other morning

	Office
	Middle School Academic Building Room 22
	Home

Phone
	615-643-7800


Life Science Class Description: 
Seventh grade science focuses on the exploration of life. Throughout the year, I will emphasize cooperative learning, hands-on activities, technology, and the development of scientific literacy. Students will start the year by determining the characteristics of living things. They will then investigate cell structures and the cellular processes important to all living things. Once the students understand this basic unit of life, they will explore the tissues, organs, and organ systems found in human biology. The importance of healthy lifestyle choices will be stressed throughout the study of human body systems.
7th Grade Life Science Goals







· The students will be able to work cooperatively with others in groups. 
· The students will improve their ability to think critically.

· The students will gain an appreciation for the interdependence of all living things.

· The students will be able to understand the characteristics of living things.

· The students will be more knowledgeable of their own bodies and the importance of a healthy lifestyle.

Curriculum:


Use the scientific method.

Develop and/or improve organization skills.




Consider how application of life science can influence the quality of life.

Relate scientific knowledge to current events.

Develop technological skills.

Use critical thinking.

Develop research skills. 

Practice science process skills.

Use various scientific tools such as the microscope and dissection kits.

Develop skills necessary to work cooperatively with others


Textbooks:

Prentice Hall: Science Explorer Cells and Heredity

Prentice Hall: Science Explorer Human Biology and Health

Grading Formula: 
Points will be assigned to all tests, quizzes, class work, homework and projects, according to the importance of each activity. More important assignments will be worth more points. Your overall grade will be based on the percentage of each category shown below.

	ACTIVITY
	 Percentage of Overall Grade

	Daily Work:
	30%

	(homework, class activities, organization)
	

	Quizzes






	20%

	Projects
	10%

	Tests (Quests)
	40%

	
	

	First and Second Semester Exams
	25% of Semester Average


Academic Expectations: [image: image2.png]



It is my expectation that you complete work that is of high quality. Work that does not reflect your best effort is unacceptable. At times, homework will be graded for completion only. These are “spot checks” and the correct answers will be reviewed in class. These “spot checks” are worth 1-5 points and if the homework is not done, you will receive a “0” for the assignment. Because the answers will be reviewed in class, I expect the homework to be completed by the end of class. These assignments cannot be turned in late! All assignments are to be kept in your science binder and brought to class each day.

Late Assignments: 

It is important to have your assignments completed on time and with you in class! When you do not have your assignment, you cannot review the answers with the class and you cannot ask questions about the material. Students without assignments usually spend the review time “daydreaming” or distracting their peers. Their grade usually suffers as well. I expect you to have your completed homework with you each day. If the assignment is not one that is reviewed in class, I will accept it the following day for a reduced grade (50%).
Makeup Work:

Unexpected Absences:

If you are absent, you should see me before school between 7:45 and 8:00 am on your first day back to school in order to get any instructions and missed assignments. All missed assignments will be given a zero in the grade book until you take the initiative to see me and complete any missing work.

Excused or expected Absences:

If you know you are going to miss class, you need to see me beforehand to get the assignment. Planned absences include the Life Skills trip to Stoveworks, doctor’s appointments, excused absences, and chorus field trips. You should see me prior to the scheduled absence or as soon as possible upon your return to school that afternoon.

Organization and Preparation:

You are responsible for completing, correcting, and keeping all work in your science binder. At the end of each unit, you will be given a checklist, which has each assignment listed, in order, from the beginning to the end of the unit. I will collect all of this work, in one packet, on the day of the test. You will receive a grade on how well you stayed organized throughout the unit.
Behavioral Expectations:

Students are expected to demonstrate appropriate behavior at all times. We will discuss expectations and procedures in class and further information will be sent home at that time.


           

Extra Help/Assistance:

PLEASE COME TO SEE ME IF YOU ARE HAVING ANY DIFFICULTIES CONCERNING SCIENCE CLASS!!!! It is not your parents’ responsibility to contact me if you are having problems in science!
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I hope you will find this year to be filled with excitement and challenge. I look forward to a fun-filled year with you!

I have read and understand the information for 7th grade science.

Student’s signature ___________________________________________________________________

Parent’s/Guardian’s signature ___________________________________________________________
HOW TO BE AN “A” SCIENCE STUDENT (or – how to pass this class!):

1.  be here – really  here.. It is very important that you are here each day, on time, ready to start learning when the bell rings.

2.  do your homework! Do your homework! Do your homework! 

You will NOT fail science if you come to every class with your homework thoroughly and consistently completed.

3.  Pay attention! Take notes! Care about your work! 
4.  take tests, QUESTS,  and quizzes seriously – study. This really works.

5.  get help if needed! If you feel lost or overwhelmed, please see me!
